
CHAIN LIGHTNING 
Words & Music by Don McLean 
 
     Em                           C/G         G 
SOME TIMES WHEN I'M THINKIN' THAT LOVE'S NOT AROUND 
   Am           Em         C/G          B7 
MY HEART BEGINS SINKIN', I DON'T HEAR A SOUND 
        Em                        C/G             G 
AND THE WORLD IS IN BLACKNESS, NO LIGHT SHINES ON ME 
  Am        Em            C/G       B7 
I SUFFER NO BLINDNESS, NO ONE CAN I SEE 
       Em                            C/G         G 
THEN A FLASH FROM THE HEAVENS LIKE A LOUD JAGGED WIRE 
        Am         Em              B7          Em 
AND THE SILENCE IS BROKEN, AND THE NIGHT IS ON FIRE. 
 
Chorus: 
Em                              C/G         G 
IT'S LIKE CHAIN LIGHTNING, THIS LOVE THAT I FEEL. 
    Am             Em         C/G          B7 
WHO KNOWS WHERE IT STRIKES OR WHEN IT WILL HIT, 
    Am           Em       B7           Em 
HOW LONG IT WILL LAST, OR WHEN IT WILL QUIT. 
 
 
IN THE FOREST I'M BURNING, STRUCK DOWN BY THE BLAST 
THE FEVER IS CHURNING, AND THE HEAT RISES FAST. 
AND THOSE STANDING NEAREST CAN SHOW THEIR CONCERN 
BUT I SWEAR IF THEY TOUCH ME THAT THEY TOO WILL BURN. 
THEY FEAR FOR THEIR LIVES FOR DEATH WILL SOON DWELL 
IN THE WARMTH OF YOUR LOVE IS THE FIRE OF HELL. 
 
(Chorus) 
 
AND SOON THE SPARKS SCATTER AND WIND WHIPS THE FLAME 
AND LOVE WILL SOON SHATTER WHAT IT CANNOT TAME 
AND THE CYCLE CONTINUES, FROM LIFE INTO DUST 
FOR I AM NOW IN YOU WITH THE FIRE OF LUST. 
AND I HEAR THE EXPLOSION, OF THUNDER AND RAIN, 
THE WATER IS FALLING, THE ASHES REMAIN. 
 
(Chorus) 
 
THE INDIANS TELL US THAT THE PHOENIX CAN RISE 
FROM THE SMOLDERING ASHES THAT ONCE WERE MY EYES 
AND WATCH BEAUTIFUL COLORS FROM BLACK AND FROM GREY 
BE FORMED INTO WINGS AND TAKE ME AWAY 
WHERE EVIL IS DARKNESS AND GOODNESS IS LIGHT 
AND LOVE IS THE LIGHTNING THAT CUTS THROUGH THE NIGHT 
AND STRIKES ONLY ONCE IN A DARK PLACE IN TIME 
AND FORMS A GOLD STAIRWAY THAT ALL OF US CLIMB.  
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Notes: 
 
Hammer the Em chord to get some rhythm going. Use a bass run from 6th open 6th 2nd 
fret and 6th 3rd fret. Sometimes up going, sometimes going down, you can figure out 
what sounds right to you. 
 
The C/G is a G in the bass of a C chord. Hold C shape with 6th at 3rd fret. 
 
Each verse except the last has 6 lines. The last has 8 lines. In each verse, including 
the last, it's only the last line that uses a slightly different chord pattern. The 
chord patterns for the first 5 lines (or 7 lines in the case of last verse) alternate 
as indicated in the first verse. The last verse just carries on for two more lines 
before the "normal" ending of the verse. 
 
Additional verses: 
 
 
If you have corrections, or the chords to any of these songs, please send an e-
mail and we will make the changes as soon as possible.  Thank you.  This song 
chart was provided for your personal enjoyment by SPIKE’S MUSIC COLLECTION; 
http://spikesmusic.spike-jamie.com    SHALOM, from SPIKE & JAMIE 
 


