
WHEN A GOOD THING GOES BAD 
Words & Music by Don McLean 
 
[C] [G] [C] [G] (Intro - Bass run down and then up) 
C                                        G 
WHEN A GOOD THING GOES BAD, IT'S NOT THE END OF THE WORLD. 
         C        C7             F 
IT'S THE END OF A WORLD THAT YOU HAD WITH A GIRL. 
            E                      Am       D 
THOUGH IT'S HARD TO ADMIT THAT THE MEMORY'S SAD 
         C              Am  D7       G7              C   G, C, G 
WHEN YOU THINK WHAT YOU HAD,  WHEN A GOOD THING GOES BAD.  
 
E                          Am 
LOVE IS SO STRANGE, IT'S A MYSTERY TO ME. 
     D                     G 
IT'S EASY TO CHANGE AND TO LOSE WHAT COULD BE. 
       C            E             Am           F 
SO YOU WAIT AND YOU WATCH FOR THE ONE WHO'LL AGREE 
         C               B            Em            G 
WITH THE THINGS THAT YOU NEED AND THE LIFE THAT YOU LEAD. 
 
 
WHEN A GOOD THING GOES RIGHT, IT'S A JOY BEYOND WORTH. 
AS THE ROOTS OF YOUR LOVE INTERTWINE WITH THE EARTH. 
AND YOUR BODIES ARE ONE, BUT YOU'RE LIVING FOR TWO 
AND YOUR FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT, OH YES, WHEN A GOOD THING GOES RIGHT. 
 
BUT TIME IS THE TEST, LIKE THE SEA POUNDS THE ROCKS. 
AND THOSE WHO LOVE BEST SOMETIMES FAIL WITH THE SHOCKS. 
AND THE WAVES BREAK YOU DOWN AND YOU WATCH YOUR LOVE DROWN. 
AND SHE'S SO FAR FROM REACH AS YOU STAND ON THE BEACH. 
 
(Instrumental Break) 
 
WHEN A GOOD THING GOES BAD, IT'S NOT THE END OF THE WORLD. 
IT'S THE END OF A WORLD THAT YOU HAD WITH A GIRL. 
THOUGH IT'S HARD TO ADMIT THAT THE MEMORY'S SAD 
WHEN YOU THINK WHAT YOU HAD, WHEN A GOOD THING GOES BAD.  
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